THE    LAST   DAYS    OF    MADRID

patriotism or of feeling for their people of Dr. Negrin and
his followers, since before the 2ist March they had given
orders for the sale of an enormous quantity of provisions,
through which the question of supplies, which had been
serious enough, was made desperate. What objept had
they? Just that chaos should come with all its tragic
consequences.
Later the Supplies Chief says in his report:

"Evacuation Question: In the telegram which I
received from Don Julian Besteiro and in the other
to which I have referred, I was ordered to visit the
Mexican Ambassador in Paris to ask for concrete
information about the assistance which the Mexican
Government could give to the National Council of
Defence in the evacuation of emigrants from that
zone. The Mexican Ambassador was not in Paris
and consequently I could not carry out this charge,
but I had information from people who are often at
the Embassy and who advised me not to take up the
question with the official who was taking the
Ambassador's place.

"To a deputation from the Society of Friends who
interviewed me on the 24th March to ask me if we
were disposed to allow them to make direct approaches
to Burgos to attain peace by any means I replied that
we should be pleased for them to attempt anything
which would facilitate the evacuation of Spaniards
who had to leave the Republican zone.